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Jesus and the Hanukkah Menorah
by Jeffrey D. Miller

Okay, so the traditional rabbi will say the ninestemmed Hanukkah Menorah, also called an Hanukkiah,
has nothing at all to do with anything even vaguely
Christian, let alone Jesus. But looking a little bit deeper,
there’s quite a revelation.
First, a quick recap of Hanukkah. Although it is not
required as a holiday in Scripture, it is clear Yeshua
honored it, as noted in John 10:22. Properly called the
Feast of Dedication, it was established to remember the
victory of the Maccabean revolt over a tyrannical ruler
who had outlawed Judaism in Israel.
The overthrow of the evil emperor allowed the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem, which had been desecrated, to be
re-dedicated to the Lord. As part of that process, the Holy
Lampstand in the Temple was re-lit, but there was only
one day’s worth of purified oil. According to tradition, it
burned for the eight days necessary for a re-supply.
The Hanukkiah is a representation of those eight days.
It has eight level stems for candles, and an elevated
ninth stem for the
shamash or servant
candle. Each night, the
shamash is lit, then it is
used to light the
appropriate number of
candles - one on the first night,
two on the second, etc. Once lit,
the menorah is usually put in
the window for all to see. The
key here is the elevated
shamash candle. Common practice is for a servant to be
held lower than those he serves; but this servant is higher.
Furthermore, each candle has no light of its own, but gets
its light from the servant.
Yeshua our Messiah did not come to be served, but
to serve, and He is higher than those of us He serves. In
the spirit, we have no light of our own, but He gives us
His light. Then we are to let our light so shine, similar to
the Hanukkiah in the window.
A rabbi may say the shamash is higher so if you need
a candle, you can easily avoid using one of the eight holy
candles that represent Hanukkah.
Uhh, I’m going with the Jesus explanation.
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The Circumcision of Jesus
by Ted Simon

It’s the time of the year when lights are sparkling, trees are
trimmed and glittering and toys are being secreted away.
In some families, advent calendars are up and a new
window is opened every day. Plays are being practiced.
Their basis is the Bible, even if the costumes are bathrobes.
Children with pinned on angel wings, baby dolls in small
hay lined troughs, and “wise men” with turbans and glued
on beards abound.
I’m as sentimental as anyone - the first time I read the
Grinch story I cried! I don’t need to see the movies - I cry
at the Hallmark commercials. I like to go shopping and
hum Carols, and I do use the season as a time to give extra
to many hurting and needy children.
I do know that churches are decorated and pastors are
practicing Cantatas as well as dusting off sermons based
on the Gospel of Luke Chapter 2. And I love Luke 2! In
fact next to Isaiah 53, I believe that Luke 2 is the most
effective witnessing chapter in the Bible to help Jewish
people come to Faith in their Messiah.
But not Luke Chapter 2 the way its told in most churches,
plays or conversations! What do I mean? See Page 2.
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Luke 2 and the Circumcision of Jesus

We all know this chapter about how a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed, and how a
pregnant woman and her engaged husband had to go to their
ancestral home in Bethlehem. And while there the poor couple
spent the night in a stable, and she gave birth to a Son. How
shepherds in a nearby field were visited by singing angels and
told that this baby was the Savior, Christ the Lord!

The covenant of circumcision ordained by God goes back to
Abraham, as recorded in Genesis Chapter 17. God promises
Abraham that he will be the Father of many nations, and that
nations will be blessed by their Abrahamic Faith heritage AND
the Land of Israel will be for Abraham and his children through
Isaac and Jacob. And what is the sign of this Covenant?
Circumcision and circumcision on the eight day. In fact if a male
were not circumcised as a covenant act of faithfulness, then that
The shepherds told everyone what had happened. Somewhere child would be cut off from his people.
in the story (though not in the chapter) wise men appear and give
gold and frankincense and myrrh as gifts to the newborn King. How could Jesus not be circumcised if he was to fulfill his role
as the mediator of a better covenant, and ultimately as King of
It’s a wonderful story. Its true, but NOT THE WHOLE TRUTH! the Jews and Lord of all Lords. Jesus’ earthly parents followed
Because its only partially told, the story hides a much deeper the biblically mandated practice of circumcision because this
truth and a relevance which would revolutionize how we share child was, “set for the fall and rising of many in Israel,” and
the story of Yeshua’s birth, and the impact of His birth for Jewish because his mother not only pondered in her heart the events of
people around the World!
His birth, but acted with covenant righteousness.
The problem with how we tell the story in Luke Chapter Two Jesus our Messiah had to be circumcised because He was a
is not the bathrobes we use as costumes, or the Angel wings we fulfillment of all righteousness. Later in Luke Chapter 2 we read
pin to children’s backs, or even the plastic baby dolls in the hay. how He was accepted in the Temple, accepted by the rabbis, and
It’s not the wise Magi from the East standing around with increased in wisdom and stature with God and with the Jewish
donkeys and camels and sheep and cows in a barn. NO- the people with whom he was in covenant- a covenant promised to
problem is where we stop telling the story. We stop the story in Abraham and fulfilled by His being circumcised.
Luke Chapter 2 maybe at verse 19 or 20. But the most important
part of the story is in a single verse which follows. It’s Luke Jewish people to this day enter into covenant by circumcising
2:21, “And when eight days were accomplished for the male children on the eighth day. How much fuller will their
circumcising of the child, his name was called Yeshua . . . which understanding of true Covenant be when they see that their
was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” Messiah was also circumcised on the eighth day, and they begin
to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. We can hasten the day
Beside the obvious pro-life message (and the reality that each when all Israel shall be saved by telling the full Gospel – the
of us was knit together by Adonai in our mother’s womb) what whole story of Yeshua’s birth and of his circumcision to all
is most striking is that Yeshua, Jesus our Messiah, was people , including the Jewish people.
circumcised!

Neither Jeffrey D. nor Rabbi Ted take a salary
from Messianic Minutes. They give freely of
their time to produce the programs. Of course
that keeps the budget low. But there still are the
necessary expenses, primarily for recording and distribution.
Our only source of revenue is the financial support from
our listeners and former listeners who understand the
importance of reaching the lost sheep of the House of Israel.
Although we’re broadcast on stations all across the country,
and have internet listeners in several other countries, our
support base is relatively small. Yet the Lord has sustained
us for 26 years.
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So, if the Lord would spur you to consider Messianic
Minutes with an end of the year (or anytime for that matter)
gift, that would be a real blessing. If you use the enclosed
self addressed envelope, please be sure you include your
mailing address for a receipt. If you prefer to give
electronically, go to messianicminutes.com where you can
easily make one time or recurring donations. As our guys
bless you at the end of every program:

Y’va-re-cha-cha Ah-don-eye v’yish-ma-recha,
B’Shem Yeshua Mish-ee-chay-nu.
May the Lord bless you and keep you, in the
Name of Jesus our Messiah.

